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among a company of suitors, all apparently possess-
ing the same superficial attributes, is materially
lightened."

" The system may be advantageous in those dark
regions," admitted Chang Tao reluctantly, "but it
must prove unsatisfactory in our more favoured
land."

c'In what detail?" demanded the maiden, pausing
in her attitude of assured superiority.

" By the essential drawback that whereas in those
neglected outer parts there really are no dragons,
here there really are. Thus----"

" Doubtless there are barbarian maidens for those
who prefer to encounter barbarian dragons then,"
exclaimed Melodious Vision, with a very elaborately
sustained air of no-concern,

"Doubtless," assented Chang Tao mildly. uYet
having set forth in the direction of a specific
Vision it is this person's intention to pursue it to
an ultimate end."

" The quiet duck puts his foot 011 the unobservani
worm," murmured Shen Yi, with delicate encourage-
ment, adding; "This one casts a more definite
shadow than those before."

" Yet," continued the maiden,"to all, my unbend
ing word is this: he who would return for approva
must experience difficulties, overcome dangers an(
conquer dragons. Those who do not adventure 01
the quest will pass outward from this person'
mind."

" And those who do will certainly Pass TJpwar*
from their own bodies," ran the essence of th
youth's inner thoughts.   Yet the network of he*,
unevadable power and presence was upon him;
he acquiescently replied:
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